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[57] ABSTRACT

An extendible stylus includes a body and an extension
telescopically engaged with the body. The stylus may be
extended to an open position and collapsed to a closed
position, where opposite ends of the stylus are farther apart
in the open position. A first, internal detent mechanism of the
stylus retains the stylus in the open position. A stop mecha-
nism preferably holds the stylus in the closed position. A
receptacle, such as a hole in a case of a portable computer,
is engageable with the stylus such that a second, external
detent mechanism is provided between the case and the
stylus to retain the stylus in engagement with the case. The
case is provided with a member which engages a groove
positioned on one end of the stylus to form the second detent
mechanism. When the stylus is being engaged with the case,
a force to overcome the first detent mechanism is greater
than a force to overcome the second detent mechanism so
that the stylus can be engaged with the case before the stylus
is moved to the closed position. When the stylus is being
disengaged from the case, the force to overcome the first
detent mechanism is less than the force to overcome the
second detent mechanism, so that the stylus can be extended
to its open position before it is removed from the case.
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